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Modern architecture and rooftop gardens of Japan
IWHAZEZ (REFLRFRY e BB Pt 7es))
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In Japan, full-scale ferro-concrete building technology came to be introduced into the second half of
the Meiji 30s and modernization of the city building came to be performed completely. On the roof of modern
architecture, a full-scale rooftop garden came to be mostly developed at the period with this.

It is thought that the garden established in the roof of a hotel or a department store created the
gardening culture of a new form in modernization. It had had fixed influence also to city culture of those days,
the drama of which it conceived based on the impression in a rooftop garden is made.

In this paper, it mainly takes up from Meiji Era among the rooftop gardens developed at Taisho Era having
applied about four examples of the Musasinoya restaurant in Hakodate, the Kobe oriental hotel in Kobe, the
Mitsukoshi department store in Tokyo and the Akita company in Shimonoseki.

It analyzes about the design feature which became clear from old photograph data, literature data, etc.
about these examples, and temporal changes.

The Kobe oriental hotel moved a place to seafront in Meiji 40 (1907). The Mitsukoshi department store built the
corporate headquarter building of ferro-concrete in Taisho 3 (1914). It was introduced to the newspaper of those
days with the catchphrase of “the rooftop garden of street side top 100 shaku"

The magazine which attached a title “rooftop garden” was published in Meiji 42 (1909). The
publisher of this book were Hakushuu Kitahara, Mokutarou Kinoshita, and Hideo Nagata. The contents of the
book were poetical works and a collection of dramas. The naming person of the title of this book is Hakushuu
Kitahara and happened to have thought from English words “roof garden”.

The collection of dramas "rooftop garden" was announced by Kunio Kishida in Taisho 15 (1926). It
was told that this drama made the stage the rooftop garden of the Mitsukoshi department store. This is also
considered to be the result which was going to obtain spirit of innovation and novelty by making a thing which
was a symbol of the latest city culture as that time.

As these examples showed, the old rooftop garden which lasted to Taisho from Meiji was the
symbolic existence of the new city culture of modern Japan exceeding a category of garden culture.

»<World Green Infrastructure Congress Nagoya 2015
Proceedings, P48

29



Modern architecture and rooftop gardens of Japan

Hiroyuki YAMADA
Department of environmental science and technology,
Graduate school of life and environmental sciences,

BR{424 == Musasinoya restaurant Osaka prefecture university
(1869)
In Japan, full-scale ferro-concrete building technology came to be introduced into the second half of the
Meiji 30s and modernization of the city building came to be performed completely. On the roof of modern
architecture, a full-scale rooftop garden came to be mostly developed at the period with this.

It is thought that the garden established in the roof of a hotel or a department store created the gardening
culture of a new form in modernization. It had had fixed influence also to city culture of those days, the
drama of which it conceived based on the impression in a rooftop garden is made.

5 - -
i Musasinoya restaurant was built
= in 1860~ 1869. It is the oldest
2. rooftop garden in Japan as there is
m still a clear image material. The
2 building has probably made of all
wooden. As the place where
warriors of the famous Shinsen-
BR300 Tengu Tabacco store gumi was meeting before the last
(1897) battle of Goryokaku.
BRS4404F l\KAc_the I(zrlehr!tzl hottel o
(1907) itsukoshi department store
RIE3FE Mitsukoshi department store (2nd)
(1914) b
KEAE E‘" Akita company
(1915) 2 :
3 = =
5‘”,1 Fig.2 Kobe oriental hotel Fig.3 Mitsukoshi department store
KIEL4% | | Igetaya department store The rooftop garden of the Kobe oriental hotel was completed in 1907. It is said, that the first

(1925) full-scale ferro-concrete construction in Japan was built in 1906, so the Kobe oriental hotel
is mostly considered the example of a beginning term of modern rooftop garden.

FRFI44E Mitsukoshi department store
(1929) (3rd)

Mitsukoshi department store built the
new building of ferro-concrete in 1914. It
was introduced to the newspaper of those
days with the catchphrase of "the rooftop
garden of street side top 100 shaku*. The
magazine which attached a title “rooftop
garden” was published in 1909 (Fig.8).

LRIy
s

'13 eMoys O¥Ea

< o P
Fig.5 Mitsukoshi department store (3rd)

oy e = The collection of dramas "rooftop garden”
g (Fig.9) was announced by Kunio Kishida in
1926. It was told that this drama made the
stage the rooftop garden of the Mitsukoshi
department store. This is also considered to
be the result which was going to obtain
spirit of innovation and novelty by making
a thing which was a symbol of the latest
city culture as that time.

Fig.8
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沿岸地域に自生しているということで、生物の多様性の保全にも配慮しつつ、植栽地の塩分条件を改良するという点で大変魅力的だと思いました。
値が専門的なので十分理解できないのですが、塩害に対する絶対的な能力という観点ではどうなのか。
芝草なので継続的に刈込みを繰り返していくような方法で時間をかけて改善していくことも考えられるのかと思いますが、芝生そのものが衰退するというような兆候はなかったのか。蓄積が多くなった場合に影響がでないのか。という点について教えて下さい。
あと今後の展開について教えて下さい。実地の検証等を行う予定があるのか。
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