








































































Studienzentrum BASIS 

Untere Markstrasse 1 

4822 Bad Goisern 

Bad Goisern, 7. Januar 2008 

Questionnaire

The overseas research delegation 

Introduction

The objective of our delegation is to research the overseas policies of parks and open 

spaces in addition to its greenery environment. And we would like to visit the 

representative and cultural landscape registered in World Heritage to study the scheme 

of application and preservation of cultural landscape in your country. 

With the fact that there is a long history and tradition in Japan, we believe that the 

LANDSCPE harmonized with nature and historical and cultural assets is the frame of 

Japan. Therefore, we would like to aspire to preserve and tell these historical and 

cultural features as national assets to the next generation. 

It would be very thankful for your advices in order to promote regional tourism and vivid 

communities, and to create the city applying cultural landscape in Japan 

Questioners

1.  Prior to our visit, we will research the summary of World Heritage We would like to 

know about details listed below. 

About the historical and cultural assets evaluated as World Heritage. 

 Text of the nomination as world heritage: 
The Committee decided to inscribe this site on the basis of criteria (iii) and (iv), 

considering that the Hallstatt- Dachstein/Salzkammergut alpine region is an outstanding 

example of a natural landscape of great beauty and scientific interest which also contains 

evidence of a fundamental human economic activity, the whole integrated in a 

harmonious and mutually beneficial manner.
Hallstatt- Dachstein/Salzkammergut alpine region is an organically evolved landscape, 

an outstanding example of a natural landscape of great beauty and scientific interest 

which also contains evidence of a fundamental human economic activity, the whole 

integrated in a harmonious and mutually beneficial manner, due to the salt mining for 

thousands of years.
The region was inscribed in 1997 by UNESCO considering that it is a continuing 

landscape, where still an active social role in contemporary society closely associated 

with the traditional way of life is retained, and in which the evolutionary process is still 

in progress.
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Hallstatt-Dachstein Salzkammergut Cultural Landscape meets criteria iii 
and iv on the list. To date (2007), 50 properties on the World Heritage List 
have been included as cultural landscapes.

About the value of the historical and cultural assets. 

Salzkammergut has its name from salt (literally salt chamber). The region hosts today the 

world´s oldest existing salt mine. First evidence of salt date back to the neolithic time, the 

first findings in the mine are from 1500 BC, where mining was already a business. 
Hallstatt coined the name for the period between 800 and 400 BC (Hallstatt time, early 

iron age), because of the stretched cementary of a prosperous population up on the 

mountains close to the mine. Salt was exported near and far, Hallstatt was a centre of 

commerce. After the roman occupation mining slowly disappeared, we think that it ended 

in the 4th century AD. Over 1000 years we have no word from Hallstatt until the 
Habsburg Dukes started mining anew. Hallstatt again rose to a major salt location in 

Austria. In the 16th century an energy crises (lack of wood around Hallstatt) forced the 

Habsburgs to open a mine in Ischl an finally build a pipeline to the 40 km distant 

Ebensee, where a completly new saline was erected. 1750 saw a catastrophe for Hallstatt, 

as the town burned down and was rebuild only slowly and in a smaller scale, the time of 
prospering was over. In the 19th century romantic tourists discovered Salzkammergut, 

which is still today the most important economic base.  

Salzkammergut area is the cradle for archeological and geological science in Austria. 

Starting with Alexander Humbold well before 1800 numerous scholars examined the 

mountains. Many wordlwide used terms of geology were first discovered in 
Salzkammergut (Dachstein limeston, hallstatt limestone, Gosau layer etc.) 

About the frame of the preservation system for World Heritage. 

 Salzkammergut ist embedded in many different preservation and conservation standards, 

either on the cultural or on the natural side. Unfortunately both sides are not combined, 

and especially as Salzkammergut is literally a cultural property, regulation of world 
heritage do not oblige on nature. On the cultural site we have regulation of building 

within the community, a government organization preserving architecture 

(Bundesdenkmal; Denkmalschutz), the world heritage convention, to mention the most 

important and some other. On the natural side we have federal standards (nature ist 

federal, culture is govermental) of environment protection (Naturschutz) and different 
EU-treaties, like Natura 2000. 

Regional information(Population, an age structure, an industrial etc.) 

 World heritage region comprises 4 towns: Hallstatt, Gosau, Obertraun and Bad Goisern, 

together around 11.000 inhabitants, 

 Age Structure: 



Age percentage 

0 bis 19 

years          23,20

20 bis 

39 Jahre          27,54

40 bis 

59 years          26,94

60 bis 

79 years          18,47

80 years 

and

above            4,04  

Salzkammergut ist a tourism region, less than 3 % work still in agriculture and mining, 

around 1/3 in industry and trade, 2/3 in service, including tourism.

2. We think that an approach unlike the preservation for the natural inheritance and cultural 

heritage is necessary for the preservation of “continuing landscape the category of World 

Heritage ”.  Please tell us the fact. 

About the relationship between local industry and the local cultural landscape 

 Not many industrial companies reside in Salzkammergut (Salinen Austria, Hofmann 

Elektrokohle, SGL Carbon), all medium size, around 200 to 300 work force, sites are 

outside the core and buffer zone of world heritage, a few are in a designated business park 
remote from town, with no affection to tourism and tourist.

About the history of local industry and the local development 

Local industry was dominated until the earyl 1900s by the saline and saltmines. Around

1920 earyl electricity companies used the difference in elevation of Gosau and Goisern 

(around 300 m) to dig a tunnel through the mountain and create a waterfall power plant. 
Around that some other energy consuming branches arose (Aluminium [closed down], SGL 

Carbon, Hoffmann etc.) 

About the relationship between local industry and inhabitants 

Industry ist still another major part of economy in Salzkammergut, having in mind, that 

around 1000 people are employed by 3 or 4 companies.

About the activities and measures taken to keep the landscape in good condition, with 

a persistent development of the local landscape and life of inhabitants

 We have strict regulation concerning waste and dumping. Separation of garbage ist

compulsory (Paper, plastic, metal, organic, rest), we have a sewage facility fort he the 

region, which boast itself to be indepentend of outside energy. Gas and distance heating 

systems were introduced just recently. Building, traffic etc. is limited by regulation. In 
certain areas only certain buildings (height, size) are allowed to build. Federal subsidies 

support environment and culture.
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3 In the case of medium sized or small sized cities having historic cultural assets, We think 

that the preservation would not be successful without local vitality Please tell us How 

the local circumstances was before being registered to World Heritage and what the 

opportunity of the registration for World Heritage was. 

 Registration for world heritage didn´t affect local circumstances of culture, so with the 

label many are more pride of their culture. Local vitality ist vivid, many different 

organization and clubs are very active, so many of them are not aware of this, they work 

for our world heritage, to hand over tradtion and develop it farther.  

4. Please tell us how the site of World Heritage affected to the regions after the registration. 

About the influence to the local industry. 

Condition of the local industry related to the site of World Heritage, Balance with the 

sightseeing business, Merit and demerit by the tourist increase, Restrictions of industrial 

activities required after being registered in World Heritage etc.) 

No influence to the local industry, as standards were not affected and were kept on a high 
level like before. Maybe more awareness. 

About the influence to the local inhabitants 

Awareness changes of the local inhabitants, Lifestyle changes of the people engaged 

with the local industry related to the World Heritage, etc.

 World heritage ist a project of generations, Salzkammergut is now 10 years on the list, 

lifestyle has not changed due to that. The younger generation is more aware and proud 

of that.

About the influence to the local administration

Changes of the local economy, Established measures Good influence, Bad influence, 

etc.

 Local administration acts together with the world heritage standards and 

„advertises“ as part of the local self image.  

5 Please give us an advice for medium sized or small sized cities in Japan where people 

attempt to put an individual regional plan into practice with utilizing historical and 

cultural assets. 

 World heritage gives a good example of continuing an evolving culture and heritage. It 

defines key facts internationally accepted and known as a base for future development. 

Without world heritage it is crucial to find out major cultural values, where most of the 

population adheres to and identifies with. A regional plan can only work with a 
population calling themselves “we” (without any hostile competion to other “we” – 

regions), who share a common history and culture. This is in any case to a certain 

measure a construct. 

“We” in Salzkammergut can overview centuries of history an special devolpment, 

where salt was badly dispersed and needed and therefore people producing it, were well 
estimated. This salt history still affects people here today.

Dr. Michael Kurz  
Geschäftsführer BASIS
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